Greater Dandenong Short Story Competition – Terms & Conditions

1. Who is Organising This Competition?
This competition has been organised by Greater Dandenong Youth and Family Services
If you have any questions, you can contact us:
📧 youthservices@cgd.vic.gov.au
📞 8571 1620
🌐 Write It Out: Greater Dandenong Short Story Competition | Youth

2. Who Can Enter?
You can enter if:
· You’re 12-25 years old, and
· You have a connection to Greater Dandenong (e.g. Live, study or work in the area)
You can enter:
· The Short Story Competition, and
· (Optional) the Cover Page Illustration Competition
· You can only submit one entry into each competition 

3. Important Dates
· Competition opens: Wednesday 8 April 2026
· Competition closes: Friday 17 July 2026
· Winners notified: August 2026
· Celebration Event: September 2026 (date TBC)
(We may need to change these dates. If we do, we will let all participants know via text or email.)

4. Important Information
Age Categories 
Short Story:
· 12–14 years
· 15–18 years
· 19–25 years
Illustration:
· 12–25 years
We may ask for proof of age. The age category you choose must correspond to your age on Friday 17 July 2026 (competition end date). 

Choose a Prompt
Your story and illustration must be based on one of these prompts:
· Home away from home
· A city of many colours
· A whole new world
· Looking forward to the future
You can choose a different prompt for the story and the illustration if you enter both competitions.
Positively profiling Greater Dandenong
· Your submitted works must include reference to the City of Greater Dandenong in a meaningful and positive way. 

Short Story Rules
· Language: Must be submitted in English
· Word count: 500–1000 words (stories shorter or longer than this will be disqualified)
· Include a title
· File name: First Name_Last Name_Title_shortstory
· Eg. Alex_Lim_The Walking Path_shortstory
· Formatting:
· Font: Times New Roman
· Font size: 12pt
· Line spacing: Double spaced
· Page size: A4
· File type: Word Document (doc or docx)

Cover Page Illustration Rules
· Page size: A4
· File type: JPEG, PDF 
· File name: (First Name_Last Name_Title_illustration) 
· Eg. Jame_Do_Life in the Sky_illustration
· Make sure your illustration is scanned clearly so the quality looks as close to the original as possible

Your Work Must Be Original
· Your entry must be written or drawn by you only
· No co-authors or group submissions
· It must be unpublished, including on blogs or social media
· You cannot use AI tools (like ChatGPT, image generators, etc) to create your entry. Your work may be put through an AI detection service for verification purposes. 

Entry Fee
· Free ($0)

5. Content Rules
Your entry must NOT include:
· Profanity (swear words), sexualised or abusive language, or the glorification of drugs, alcohol, smoking or vaping. 
· Stories should not glorify dangerous behaviours, illegal or criminal activities, or actions that could cause harm.
· Writers should not portray businesses or locations in Greater Dandenong in a negative or defamatory way. 
· References to real life people should be de-identified (do not use their real name or identifying information).

Submissions that do not follow these rules will not be considered.

6. How to Submit
Click here to submit your final work before 11.59pm on Friday 17 July 2026. Late entries will not be accepted.

7. Judging
· A panel chosen by Youth and Family Services will judge the entries
· Judging criteria are listed on the competition website
· All decisions are final
· There is no opportunity for review by entrants

8. Prizes
Short Story Competition Prizes:
Each age category will receive the following prizes:
· 1st Place: Kindle e-reader
· 2nd Place: Passes to the Emerging Writing Festival 
· 3rd Place: Book pack from Readings 
Illustration Competition:
· 1st place: Arts and craft voucher 
Prizes cannot be swapped or transferred. 

9. If You Win
We’ll contact winners in late August 2026 by email or phone.
If we can’t reach you after 5 days, we may choose another winner.

10. Publishing Your Work
You keep copyright of your story or illustration.
By entering, you allow the Council to:
· Edit your work (for clarity/formatting)
· Publish it (online, social media, eBooks, newsletters, event displays, exhibitions etc)
· Share or distribute published work to the public 
· Use it in Greater Dandenong Council marketing promotions and campaigns

11. Privacy
Your personal information will be handled according to the Council’s privacy policy.

12. Using Artificial Intelligence (AI)
Entries cannot be created or assisted by AI tools. AI-generated or AI-edited entries will be disqualified. Submissions may be checked though an AI detection program for verification purposes. 

13. Disqualification
Your entry may be disqualified if:
· You break the terms and conditions 
· Your content is inappropriate
· You try to cheat or gain an unfair advantage
· You submit after the deadline
· Your entry is incomplete or cannot be opened

14. Accessibility
If you need help or adjustments to participate, email us at:
📧 youthservices@cgd.vic.gov.au
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